
Resolution on the Condition 
Of the Original Native American People 

 
Preamble 

 
Since the founding of the United States, when common 
ideals were incorporated in the Declaration of 
Independence, and the Constitution and its Amendments, 
certain ideas of individual liberty and freedoms were set as 
the standard for governmental institutions as mandates 
from the People. Inherent in these ideas are: 
     Respect for individual worth and differences; 
     Justice and equity by democratic institutions; 
     Freedom of thought and right of conscience; 
     Belief in the rights of all to life, liberty, justice, and  
     Peace. 
 
These ideas are part of the Unitarian/Universalist traditions 
rooted in Europe and refined on American soil. 
 
Regarding the indigenous peoples resident on the American 
continent at the introduction of European occupancy, their 
long and well-documented history has been one of 
persecution and genocide, resulting in destruction of their 
populations and cultures. Tragically, attitudes of an 
otherwise enlightened society fostered formalized 
extermination programs in the name of westward expansion 
and Manifest Destiny. 
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This Resolution is an attempt to refocus attention on past 
history; to tell the truth; to begin anew addressing and 
finding paths to reconciliation and redress; and to bring 
justice to those who continue to suffer the legacy of the 
past in the present society. 
 

We, the Undersigned 
Unitarian/Universalist Congregations 

Offer the Following Resolution: 
 
Whereas, long before Europeans arrived on this soil, 
various indigenous people already occupied this land, and 
created their own proud cultural traditions; 
 
Whereas, the white European-based governments of North 
America committed genocide, according to the United 
Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as 
evidenced by the following actions: 
 
Governments created by European-Americans sponsored 
and condoned serious bodily, spiritual, and mental harm to 
Indigenous Peoples through the several methods 
enumerated here; 
 
Successive governments officially endorsed the elimination 
of Indigenous Peoples from the North American continent, 
as expressed by Thomas Jefferson and Minnesota Governor 
Alexander Ramsey, among others: 
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• The governments of European Americans, either 
directly through forces of arms, or indirectly through 
the spread of disease, killed many  members of 
Indigenous tribes; 

• European American governments took resource-rich 
land from the Indigenous tribes, separated families and 
communities and forced them to live on barren 
reservations or in fortified camps without proper food 
or shelter, thus creating conditions calculated to bring 
about the physical destruction of the group and its 
culture; 

• European American governments prevented births by 
separating Indigenous men and women for long 
periods of time during the 1860s, and by involuntary 
sterilization of Indigenous women through the Indian 
Health Service during the late twentieth century; 

• European American governments condoned sexual 
violence perpetrated by European American citizens 
against indigenous women; 

• European American governments forcibly removed 
Indigenous children from their tribes and families, and 
adopted them into white families, or placed them in 
segregated boarding schools, far from their homes; 
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Whereas, all these wrongs were perpetrated with the full 
authorization and /or knowledge of the United States 
government: 
 

Therefore,  Be It Resolved: 
 

1. That we, as descendants of European settlers of the 
United States, acknowledge the wrongs done, past 
and present, to the Indigenous Peoples of North 
America. We pledge to tell the truth to current and 
future generations through the dissemination of 
accurate historical materials about Native American 
losses, which are both historical and ongoing. 

 
2. That we support justice through land restitution and    

reparation, as arranged through a collaboration among 
governmental and non-governmental organizations 
representing Indigenous Peoples as well as the 
American power structure; 

 
3. That citizens of the Native American nations and 

other United States citizens come together to establish 
mutual respect of diverse cultures, to right current and 
pervious wrongs, including economic redress; and to 
work toward a future of equal rights and 
opportunities. 
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Addendum 
 

References: 
 
Principles of the Unitarian Universalism Association 
 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples,  2007 
 
What Does Justice Look Like? The Struggle for Liberation 
in Dakota Homeland, by Waziyatawin, Living Justice 
Press, 2008 
 
Congressional Apology SJ Res. 37, introduced by Sen. Sam 
Brownback in 2002, and signed into law December 2009 
by President Obama. 
 
Unitarian Universalists United to Repudiate the Doctrine of 
Christian Discovery, and to Endorse the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, flyer printed for the Ware 
Lecture, UU General Assembly, June 2010. 
 
Resolution in support of the UN Declaration HR1551, 
sponsored by Rep. Faleomavaega, August 2010. 
 
Revisions: 
Revised 6/23/10 at a meeting of the Northwoods UU 
Fellowship, with suggestions via email from Chris Mato 
Nonpa. 
Further revision, July through September 2010, including 
suggestions via email from Waziyatawin. 



Revised 10/30/10 at a meeting of the Northwoods UU 
Fellowship 
 


